1.5 Letters and Sounds

Letters and sounds must never be confused. Letters are
written symbols; sounds are spoken. Letters can only remind us
of sounds we already know.
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In ordinary English spelling, letters do not always clearly
show pronunciation. For example, in city, busy, women, pretty,
and village, different letters represent the same vowel sound /1/.
In contrast, the letter a represents different vowel sounds in
banana, bather, man, and many. This makes ordinary spelling
unsuitable for studying pronunciation.
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For this reason, pronunciation must be represented
consistently, so that one symbol always represents one sound.
English has twenty-four consonants and twenty vowels, and
each of these sounds is given its own symbol.
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These symbols belong to the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA), in which each symbol always represents the
same sound, regardless of spelling. This system is used
throughout this book.
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This system shows pronunciation clearly, for example city
/'s1t1/, busy /'biz1/, banana /ba'na:na/. It also shows that words
spelt alike may sound different (lead /1i:d/, lead /led/) and that
words spelt differently may sound the same (rain, rein, reign
Iremn/).

Jia 8y Ghaill alaill 138 =la 5 -city /'siti/ <busy /'bizi/ <banana
/ba'na:na/.

Ghill 8 calias 58 Ul d dgline Gl o iw WS ~(lead /li:d/
slead /led/)

Ghaill b it 28 LU 6 ddlide cllS ol 5 - (rain «rein <reign
[remn/).

*International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA): A system of symbols
in which each symbol represents one sound.

a5 Gga oy IS 48 Jiay say ol
*Letter: is a written symbol used in spelling.
DY) (8 adding AUS Je )y 1yl
* Sound: A spoken unit produced by the speech organs.
Ghail) pliac| Leatiis 48 ghaie 48 gom Bas g 1 guall

* Phonetic Transcription: A system of writing speech sounds
using IPA symbols, where each symbol represents one sound
only.
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1.6 Sounds and sound-groups



A sound is produced by specific movements of the organs
of speech. If these movements are repeated exactly, the same
sound is produced. Even in the pronunciation of one speaker,
English contains more than forty-four sounds. For example, in
tea /ti:/ and two /tu:/, the lip position differs, which affects both
the consonant /t/ and the vowel. Therefore, the /t/ in tea is not
identical to the /t/ in two, though they are similar.
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This difference can be noticed by pronouncing only the
initial consonant of tea and two without the vowel. The two /t/
sounds are similar but not identical.
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The same applies to /h/. In he /hi:/, hat /hat/, and who
/hu:/, the /h/ sounds differ because the mouth position is
prepared for the following vowel, and different vowels require
different mouth positions.
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One phonetic symbol may represent more than one sound.
However, the sounds represented by the same symbol are more
similar than different, and cannot be confused with sounds
represented by other symbols.
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Groups of similar sounds represented by one phonetic
symbol are called phonemes. Representing each phoneme by
one symbol is called phonemic transcription, written between
slant lines / /. The forty-four phonemes of English are the basic
contrasts that distinguish meaning, such as feel /fi:1/ and fill /fil/.
Each phoneme may have different realizations in different
positions.
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Learning pronunciation involves two stages. First, the
learner must produce the forty-four phonemes distinctly so that
words are not confused. At this stage, any sound belonging to
the phoneme is acceptable, as long as meaning is clear.
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The second stage is learning to use the appropriate sounds
of each phoneme in different contexts. Most of these differences
occur naturally, and only some require special attention.
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* sound is an actual speech sound produced by specific
movements of the organs of speech.
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*Phoneme: is the smallest unit of sound that can
distinguish two words in meaning.
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