1.4 The Basic Sounds
-Initial Consonant Sounds

The sounds at the beginning of each word in the following
list are all different. Letters representing these sounds are
italicized:

pier — veer — near — sheer — weir — tier — beer —
hear

year — deer — leer — cheer — gear — rear — jeer —
mere — fear

The initial sound makes each word distinctive. These are
basic consonant sounds in all kinds of English.
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pier — /p/ veer — /V/
near — /n/ sheer — /f/
weir — /w/ tier — /tra/
beer — /b/ hear — /h/

year — /j/ deer — /d/

leer — /I/ cheer — /tf/
gear — /g/ jeer — /d3/

rear — /r/

mere — /m/ fear — /f/

1.4.2 Final Consonant Sounds

The following words have distinctive final sounds:



base — baize — bathe — beige — bake — wrath —
wrong

The consonants that occur initially and finally (24 sounds)
are called consonants.

base — /s/
baize — /z/
bathe — /0/
beige — /3/
bake — /k/
wrath — /0/
wrong — /n/
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*Consonants: are speech sounds produced with some
obstruction in the vocal tract.
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-Vowel Sounds

The following words illustrate vowel sounds, usually
occurring between consonants, but also initially or finally:
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feel — cat — tier — fill — cot — tear
fell — cut — tour — fall — curt — full

cart — fool — fail — foal — file — foul — foil



These sounds, represented by italic letters, form the core of
English syllables.

IPA examples
Short vowels (7)
Cat, bad — /ee/ fell, head, many — /e/
fill , city — // full, foot, could, woman — /o/
cut, much, come, love, young, country — /a/
cot, stop — /o/
banana, taken, lemon, circus — /of
Long vowels (5)
feel, he, she, we, eat, sea, see, seize, machine, piece, key — /i:/
fool, rude, group, move, few, fruit, blue — /u:/
car, father, heart, calm — /a:/
fall, law, cause, for, door, court, thought — /5:/
curt, bird, her, learn, work — /3:/
Diphthongs (8)
file, high, my, shy, pie — /air/
foil, toy, boy — /a1/
foul, now — /av/
foal, go, toe, know, boat — /auv/
fail, day, make, great, vein — /er/
tour — /va/

tear — /eal



tier, here — /1a/
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The letter “R” 1n vowels

In words like cart, curt, tier, tear, tour, the letter r is part of
a vowel unit in RP. In other accents (American, Canadian,
Scottish, Irish) it is pronounced as a consonant.
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The special vowel in “banana”

The word banana contains /o/ (schwa), the most frequent
vowel, appearing in unstressed syllables.
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*Vowels: are speech sounds produced without obstruction
in the vocal tract.
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