1.7 Words and utterances

So far, pronunciation has focused on sounds and single
words. At the beginning, practicing basic sounds through single
words or short phrases is necessary. However, real speech
consists of connected sounds and words forming longer
utterances, which involve additional difficulties.
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Longer utterances must be pronounced smoothly, without
hesitation. Words that are easy to pronounce separately may be
difficult when combined, as in:

Have you been to the library lately?
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Have you been to the library lately?
» / haev ju: bi:n to 82 'laibrori 'lertli /
- (Importance & weak forms)

In English utterances, some words are more important to
meaning than others. Less important words often have reduced
pronunciations. For example, can is /kan/ in isolation but /kan/
in connected speech.
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can shi /keen/ Gl LSl 2 ik fkon/ Jaaiall 22 3,

» You can have it/ ju: kon hav 1t /



English rhythm depends on syllable length. A single
stressed syllable may equal the length of two unstressed
syllables, as in:

The chair collapsed.
The chairman collapsed.

33a 3l 5 e oy 38 aliall g e B el 3 g Y i

/ 02 tfea ko'laepst /
/ 8o "tfeamon ko'laepst /
-(Intonation)

The tune of speech in English conveys meaning and
attitude. For example, different intonation patterns in thank you
express sincere gratitude or routine politeness.
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These features will be explained later. However, the first
priority is correct basic sound distinctions, which requires
understanding the speech organs.
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T Key points for students
Utterance: speech longer than a single word

Connected speech: words pronounced together

Weak forms: reduced pronunciation of unstressed words



Rhythm: difference in syllable length
Intonation: rise and fall of the voice showing attitude

*Syllable: is a speech unit with a vowel at its core,
possibly with surrounding consonants.
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*Syllabification: the division of a word into syllables,
each with a vowel sound and surrounding consonants.
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banana — ba-na-na (/ba'na:.na/)b- b -b

police — po-lice (/pa'li:s/) police — usd- 5



