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1.Problems in pronunciation

*Phonetics: is the scientific study of speech sounds- how
they are produced by the speech organs, how they are heard, and
how they can be described and classified.
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*Phonetic transcription 43 sall 4US): js a system for
writing words using special symbols (IPA) that show how words
are actually pronounced, not how they are spelled.

Example: lead (verb) = /li:d/ 254, lead (metal) u=ba) = /led/.
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*IPA is a system of symbols representing speech sounds.
Each symbol stands for one sound (phoneme), showing word
pronunciation clearly regardless of spelling.
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* Phonology: is the study of the sound system of a language,
how speech sounds function within a particular language,
including their patterns, systems, and contrasts.

1.1 Introduction

The purpose of this book is very simple: to help you, the
reader, to pronounce English better than you do now.
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Many foreign students want to learn English as well as
they can. For some, it is only a matter of reading and writing,
and they will find no help here.
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But many students want to be able to speak English well,
with a pronunciation that can be easily understood both by their
fellow students and by English people. For them, this book is
specially intended.
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-Written vs. Spoken English / 4e saall Jilia 4 siSalf 4 jalaiy)



Writing consists of marks on paper which make no noise
and are taken in by the eye. Speaking is organized sound,
received by the ear.
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How can a book, which is nothing but marks on paper,
help anyone to make their English sound better?
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The answer is that it cannot, not by itself. But if you
cooperate, and listen to English as much as you can, following
the suggestions in this book, then you will sharpen your ears to
the sounds of English.
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When you can hear English properly, you can go on and
improve your own performance.
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-Language Starts with the Ear / o3 ¢ fas dal)

A baby learns to talk by hearing the sounds his mother
makes and imitating them.
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If a baby is born deaf, he cannot hear these sounds and
therefore cannot imitate them, and he will not speak.
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Normal babies, however, can hear and imitate. They are
wonderful imitators, and this gift of imitation gives them the gift
of speech.
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-Imitation and Age / el g 183

This ability lasts for a number of years. It is well known
that a child of ten years old or less can learn any language
perfectly if he is brought up surrounded by that language. This
happens no matter where the child was born or who his parents
are.
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But after this age, the ability to imitate perfectly becomes
weaker. Adults have great difficulty in mastering the
pronunciation of foreign languages.
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Some people are more talented than others; they find

pronunciation less difficult, but they never find it completely
easy.
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1.2 ‘Lend me your ears’ / «idl 7 sy

If speech depends on hearing, and books don’t talk, what
are you to do?
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Fortunately there is a lot of English spoken about the
world. On films, on the radio, on tapes, on gramophone records;
most people can get the opportunity of listening to English in
some way, and this is what you must do.
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You must hear English. But just hearing it is not enough;
you must listen to it, and you must listen to it not for the
meaning but for the sound of it.
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Obviously when you are listening to a radio program you
will be trying to understand it, trying to get the meaning from it;
but you must try also for at least a short part of the time to forget
about what the words mean and to listen to them simply as
sounds.
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Take one of the English sounds at a time, it might be the

English t, and listen for it each time it comes; concentrate on
catching it, on picking it out, on hearing what it sounds like.
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Don’t just be satisfied to hear it vaguely, as if it were a
sound of your own language; try and pick out the Englishness of
it, what makes it different from the nearest sound in your
language.

And when you think you have got it, ...
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1.3 Which English?

What is “perfect English pronunciation?
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Every speaker of English has a slightly different
pronunciation; no two people speak exactly alike. Pronunciation
also varies widely across different regions of the world.
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So, how do we choose which English pronunciation to use
as a model?
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1) If you live in a region that already uses English locally
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If your area has its own tradition of using English for
general communication, then you should learn the variety

spoken in that area—such as Indian English or West African
English.
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These local varieties should be respected and used as a
model by learners in those regions.

CJMQ%MMM\&QU&}&MMWM\ u\;gj\ Y
s () sdimy )5S ()

Using BBC English in such a place would be a mistake.
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2) If you live in a place that does NOT use English locally
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Then you must choose a native-speaker variety as your
model, and it does not matter much which one you choose.
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Choose the type of English you can hear the most:
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If your recordings are American — use American English.
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If you listen regularly to the BBC — use BBC English.

(3 All English accents have more similarities than
differences, so don’t worry too much about which one you
choose.
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- The Model Used in This Book
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This book cannot describe all possible accents of English,
so it focuses on one:

*Received Pronunciation (RP)
(aizall 3haill)

*This is the standard pronunciation used by educated
native speakers in south-east England.
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Why RP?
The goal is not to make you speak with a British accent.
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The real goal:
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¢ To help you make the essential differences between
English sounds.
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These basic sounds exist in all English accents, so learning
them in RP works for any accent you want later (American,
Canadian, Australian...).
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